Topic: EKKLESIA

Main Lesson: Working the process into our system
Main Passage: Acts 2:42-47 ; I Thess. 1: 2-10
SUGGESTED SONGS FOR WORSHIP:                                15 MINUTES

    1. God is good       2.  God is the strength of my Heart
PRAISE AND PRAYER:                                                         20 min.
INTRODUCTION:

Ekklesia: A place of God’s dwelling. It refers to the actual house of God and the people who form it.

Implications: A) If we are God’s house, then only He has the rights to it. B) The only way to be successful and meet all potentials is to obey the owner of the house.               

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

Acts. 2:42 -47
Acts 2:42-47

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.  44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common;  45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.  46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,  47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved

1 Thess.1:2-10
2  We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers;  3  Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;  4  Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.  5  For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.  6  And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost:  7  So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.  8  For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 9  For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; 10  And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come  KJV.
LESSON:                                                                                    35-40 MINUTES

A Study of Model Churches
The First Church
· Lifestyle: Open, Sharing & Equipping.(v.44-47)

· Focus: The WORD, Fellowship & Prayer (v.42)

· Values: Others oriented, serving people. (v.44-45
Thessalonican Church

· Work of faith, labor of love. (v3)

· They became imitators and examples. (v.6-7)

· They Raise standards not compromised them. They were excellent. (v.8-9)
The Results Are In!!!
· They had an incredible practice. They're attitudes about money, time, possessions and relationships changed. (Acts. 2:43; I Thes. 1:9-10)

·  They had an incredible impact.  They ECHOED God’s goodness not just in their area but throughout Asia-Minor.(Acts 2:47; I Thes. 1:8)

· They had an incredible anointing. God HIMSELF increased, promoted and added to them. (Acts 2:47;I Thes.1:4,8-9)

What Can Stop the Unstoppable???
· Familiarity and Apathy. Constant exposure to needs without responding makes us apathetic.  Look beyond YOU! (Luke 12:33-34;Acts 28:25-28)

· Short-Sightedness. We’re not home yet.  Maranatha is yet to come! (Hebrew 11:9-10 and 16; Titus 2:13-14)

· Self- Centeredness. We need to understand that we canno0t keep what we do not give!  It’s NEVER about you but ALL about HIM.    (I Pet.2:5; I Cor.6:19-20)

STOP AND REFLECT:                                                                     10 MINUTES

· What does God require to His church, or to those  who believe on Him ? after being saved?

· What visible results are seen of those believers who practice what they know from the Word of God?

To the Leader:  Emphasize the causes to stop the unstoppable. This should serve as a warning to the new believers.

PERSONALIZE:
· What specific area in your life are you gifted of by God that you can voluntarily give to the Lord as your  service of love?

                                      MY JOURNAL
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