Topic: EKKLESIA: When Koinonia gets the squeeze
Main Lesson: The House Of God

Main Passage: Acts 2:44-47 ; James 4: 1 - 10
SUGGESTED SONGS FOR WORSHIP:                                15 MINUTES

                     Ascribe greatness
                     Ah Lord God
PRAISE AND PRAYER:                                                         20 MINUTES

INTRODUCTION:

Problems always occur and test man’s will. In the Christian life, quarrels and fights come from an internal strife. The result- we do not get what we will ask. The anti-dote? Humility before God and turning from our evil ways, submit before God and resist the devil.              

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

James 4: 1-10
James 4:1-10

4:1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously"? 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

NKJV
LESSON:                                                                                    35-40 MINUTES

Causes of Divisions and Fightings
Inner desires  v1 When our desires and passions are not met, frustrations set in and we go to war!
State 1. Murder

Stage 2. Fights and quarrels

Stage 3. Failure to pray.

Wrong Motives the wrong motivation will urge you to keep fighting.

· Hostility toward God. Living disobediently toward God.
· Enmity against God. Communication with God is severed
Solutions: Realize God’s power. 
· The Power of the Holy Spirit  v5 God wants you to listen to the Spirit He has place in you.
· The Power of greater grace v6. in times of conflict, let grace take over.
The Process: Resolving the squeeze
· Submit to God. When people submit to God, there’s no room for anything else.
· Resist the devil. Don’t give the devil more power than he really has. Resist him.
· Draw near to God. Stay close to Him.
· Cleanse your hands and purify your hearts. Correct and restore the mistakes you have made
· Grieve, mourn and wail. Be truly saddened by your situation and know that it is not God’s will. God allows division among brethren, but not through conflict.
· Be humble Let God lift you up and exalt you.
STOP AND REFLECT:                                                                     10 MINUTES

· What promise does God offer those who accept God’s invitation?
What condition attach to this promise?

To the Leader: What made you assure that you are a part of God’s house?
PERSONALIZE:
· When inner conflict or among brethren sets in, do not forget to resist such ungodly spirit. Cleanse yourself, by seeking God’s forgiveness by confession and pray for His continued guidance. We cannot at all times triumph over conflicts, but with God on our side, victory is inevitable.
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