Topic: Koinonia in Ekklesia
Main Lesson: Caring for my brother
Main Passage: John 13:34,35;  Acts 2:44-47;  2 Cor.8:5
SUGGESTED SONGS FOR WORSHIP:                                15 MINUTES

                     The greatest love of all
                     Jesus lover of my soul
PRAISE AND PRAYER:                                                         20 MINUTES

INTRODUCTION:

Koinonia: True and authentic fellowship
EKKLESIA: The House of God’s dwelling. It also refers to the individual Christian.               

Love: The desired fruit of the Spirit for every Christian. Unless a person has genuine love towards God and his brother,  everything we do is futile or useless. God gave His only Son Jesus to die on the cross to redeem those who  believe on Him. All of these He did because of LOVE.  We likewise are required by God to do the same.
VERSE TO REMEMBER:

John 13: 34, 35
John 13:34-35

34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

NIV
LESSON:                                                                      35-40 MINUTES
Essential Elements of KOINONIA
· Love and __________________ –  (I Cor.13:1-3) A love of balance between acceptance and discernment.

· ___________  and Humility – (Prov.20:19) Truthfulness and rejection of gossip.

· Concern and ______________ – (Gal.6:1-2)  Koinonia provides a place to be strong again.  

· __________________    and Forgiveness – (James 5:16) An atmosphere of love and acceptance, wrongs can be freely confessed and corrected.
· Encouragement and ________________  (Heb.10:24) A sense of duty to lift up one another. 

· __________________ and Flexibility – (Heb.13:1-3) A commitment to take the time for his / her brother.       

STOP AND REFLECT:                                                          10 MINUTES
· In what ways did the Christians in Macedonia ( 2 Cor.8:5) and in Acts 2:44-45, have in common?
To the Leader: 
Remind your group that aside from material and financial assistance, mere presence, comforting words, sincere concern and assistance for others will be of great help.
PERSONALIZE:

· Emphasize the application of love for the brethren of prime importance; such as visitation, helping the needy, comforting the fearful, encouraging the weak etc.
· Pray as a group and make commitment towards development of genuine love towards others.
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