Topic: Reach Up – Reach Out
Main Lesson:  Understanding the Dynamics of an Effective Church and Christian Life.
Main Passage: Acts 1; Mark 1
SUGGESTED SONGS FOR WORSHIP:                                15 MINUTES

                     Joy
                     Redeemed

          PRAISE AND PRAYER:                                                        20 MINUTES

INTRODUCTION:  The Effective Church and Christian should understand that… To Reach Up- Is Life’s Necessity…AND..To Reach Out- Is Life’s Mandate… 
                                 Our significance is measured by the impact we make in people’s lives.

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

Acts 1; Mark 1: 1-22
Acts 1:1-8

1:1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6 So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Mark 1:15-22
15 "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" 16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.

Eph 2:10

10 For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
NIV
STOP AND REFLECT:                                                       10 MINUTES

Do you believe that everything in life has a purpose? 
What is the basis of our being God’s workmanship?  Eph 2:5,6,10
LESSON:                                                                      35-40 MINUTES

The Truth About an Effective Church
· Reaching Up to God is an Absolute Necessity. The good news is that God has initiated it. He came to start the process. You simply respond to it. (Acts 1:8;Mark 1:16)

·  Reaching Up is Impossible Without Change.  God will make changes in those that seek after Him! Respond to the changes that He makes. (Acts1:8; Mark.1:15-22; Eph.2:10)

PERSONALIZE:
· Realize what the Lord Jesus has done for you.  Eph. 2:1-5
· Realize where we are heading for the Lord Jesus Eph. 3:16,17
  MY JOURNAL
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
