Topic: Reach Up – Reach Out  7
Main Lesson:  Reach Up – Reach Out:  Obstacles…When His Plan Doesn’t Seem to Work.
 Main Passage: Eph.4:14-15; Heb.2:1-3, 3:12-13; 4:1-2; 5:11-14 
SUGGESTED SONGS FOR WORSHIP:                                15 MINUTES

                     Open the Eyes of My Heart
                     Jesus, Lover of my soul
PRAISE AND PRAYER:                                                        20 MINUTES

INTRODUCTION:  The Effective Church and Christian should understand that… To Reach Up- Is Life’s Necessity…AND..To Reach Out- Is Life’s Mandate… 
Our significance is measured by the impact we make in people’s lives.

VERSE TO REMEMBER:

Eph.4:14-15; Heb.2:1-3, 3:12-13; 4:1-2; 5:11-14
Eph 4:14-15      14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
Heb 2:1-3      2:1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him.

Our significance is measured by the impact we make in people's lives.

Eph 4:14-15       14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

Heb 2:1-3        2:1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him.NIV

Hebrews 3:12-13       12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.

Hebrews 4:1-2

Heb 4:1-2      4:1 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith.
Heb 5:11-14     11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.   (NIV)
STOP AND REFLECT:                                                       10 MINUTES

Our significance is measured by the impact we make in people’s lives. This is our purpose as God designed us to be.

Our purpose is likewise met when we submit to God’s calling for us all… to repent from all of our sins and come on to God through Jesus, His Son.
LESSON:                                                                      35-40 MINUTES

What causes us to be ineffective?

·  We are creatures of habit.  We do things because we have always done them that way.

·  We want a Savior not a Master. Salvation is not just a ticket to heaven but also a permit to work for Christ.

·  We tend to stop short of our potential.  We choose the path of ease and weak resistance. 

Why His plan doesn’t work.

· Because we drift away from what we hear.  We abandon what we hear rather than embrace it. (Heb.2:1-3)

·  Because we fall aside.  Sin deceives us with its promises  making us ineffective. (Heb.3:12-13)

·  We fail to mix faith with truth.  God's promises need to be united with faith. 

·  We become dull of hearing.  Constant hearing WITHOUT APPLICATION cause us to be numb and blind to the truth. (Heb.5:11-14)
Personalize:
1. Knowing the obstacles of reaching out, how are we to respond so as to overcome such predicament?

2.    What areas in your life would you surrender to the Lord so as to be used by Him through others?
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